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The Nati onal Transiti onal Justi ce Working Group (NTJWG) is pleased 
to issue its fi nal newslett er for the year 2020.  The year is coming to 
a close and there is a need to refl ect on the transiti onal justi ce de-
velopments emanati ng from this year while taking stock of the losses 
and gains as we plan for the coming year. 2020 has been a parti cu-
larly challenging year for Zimbabwe and the rest of the world which 
had to contend with the COVID-19 pandemic that saw many coun-
tries and citi es going on lockdowns and having to adopt new and 
mostly virtual ways of doing things. The emergence of the COVID-19 
pandemic disrupted the lives of many and brought to the fore in-
equaliti es that exist in society which were only exacerbated by the 
pandemic. 

Worryingly, even amidst a global health crisis, human rights viola-
ti ons in Zimbabwe conti nued unabated. The prevalence of human 
rights violati ons, the use of hate speech, and intolerance during this 
year only served to worsen the plight of Zimbabweans under the 
nati onal lockdown. Early in August 2020, the #ZimbabweanLives-
Matt er movement emerged on various social media platf orms and 
att racted global att enti on. The movement sought to raise awareness 
of the gross human rights violati ons that were being perpetrated by 
the Zimbabwean Government against its citi zens. These violati ons 
include arbitrary arrests based on trumped-up charges, abducti ons, 
torture, and sexual assault of acti vists, journalists, and oppositi on 
party members that spoke out against corrupti on, bad governance, 
and human rights violati ons in the country. The movement caught 
the att enti on of prominent  fi gures, celebriti es, internati onal human 
rights bodies, and foreign governments. The South African govern-
ment responded by sending an envoy to Zimbabwe to assess the sit-
uati on. The envoy was expected to meet with government offi  cials as 
well as civil society representati ves, but at the last minute, scheduled 
meeti ngs with civil society representati ves failed to proceed. Anoth-
er delegati on was sent by the South African ruling party, the African 
Nati onal Congress (ANC) and it met only ZANU PF offi  cials.  The ANC 
delegati on similarly failed to meet with other relevant stakeholders. 
The NTJWG commends the initi ati ve taken by Zimbabweans to call 
for the promoti on and protecti on of human rights. Acti ve parti cipa-
ti on by members of the citi zenry is the key to solving the crisis in 
the country. However, the NTJWG notes with concern the lack of en-
gagement of all key stakeholders by the Government of Zimbabwe 
(GoZ). The NTJWG, also urges the Nati onal Peace and Reconciliati on 
Commission (NPRC) to resume the process of facilitati ng nati onal 
dialogue as it is essenti al to providing a platf orm for the people of 
Zimbabwe to come together and formulate soluti ons to the nati on's 
problems. 

In this editi on of the NTJWG newslett er, we package the highlights 
of the year 2020 for you using the lens of transiti onal justi ce. We 
cover local, regional, and global transiti onal justi ce news highlights, 
the acti viti es of the NPRC, and the NTJWG. As always, we welcome 
your feedback.

 IN THE NEWS

Consultati ons on Exhumati ons and Reburials the Matabeleland and 
Bulawayo Provinces
During the course of 2020, the NTJWG noted that there were some 
developments relati ng to the issue of exhumati ons and reburials 
of the remains of victi ms of violence and confl ict in the country. In 
August, Charles Thomas a Gukurahundi survivor, Ibhetshu Likazulu 
Trust, Mbuso Fuzwayo, and Zimbabwe African People's Union (ZAPU) 
approached the High Court sitti  ng in Bulawayo to stop the executi ve 
and the Matabeleland Collecti ve from carrying out exhumati ons.1 
Justi ce Makonese heard the matt er and dismissed the applicati on in 
October, on the basis that it was presumptuous and premature. He 
accepted the defendants' contenti on that they had no intenti on to 
act outside the law. Further, the judge found that the NPRC is consti -
tuti onally mandated to lead the process of exhumati ons and reburi-
als, and the applicants needed to approach the NPRC to intervene if 
they feared that the process would be carried out unlawfully. This 
case is of great signifi cance because it confi rms the positi on of the 
NTJWG and other civil society organisati ons that the NPRC should be 
leading the process of exhumati ons and coordinati ng engagement 
with stakeholders on this important nati onal issue. 

The NTJWG also noted the conti nued exclusion of the NPRC from 
consultati ons aimed at planning how exhumati ons and reburials will 
be conducted for victi ms of Gukurahundi in the Matabeleland and 

1 Charles Thomas and 3 Others v President of Zimbabwe and 5 Others HC 
1454/20

Midlands provinces. The executi ve arm of the Zimbabwean govern-
ment led by the President started carrying out consultati ons on this 
important issue of exhumati ons in 2019 and the latest meeti ng was 
convened in Bulawayo on 24 October 2020.  Att endance at the meet-
ing was exclusive to government offi  cials and traditi onal leaders. 
According to media reports, the meeti ng resolved that traditi onal 
leaders will now take over the exhumati on and reburial of victi ms of 
Gukurahundi in Matabeleland and Midlands, while the government 
will fund the process as part of initi ati ves to bring closure and pro-
mote nati onal healing. The NTJWG accepts that traditi onal leaders 
have a pivotal role to play in the exhumati ons process and this role 
should not be negated by the existence of the NPRC. However, the 
Consti tuti on of Zimbabwe Amendment (No. 20) Act, 2013 (the Con-
sti tuti on) gives the NPRC the primary mandate to facilitate peace 
and reconciliati on. Carrying out exhumati ons and reburials is part of 
the NPRC's mandate and any role that may be assigned to traditi on-
al leaders in respect of exhumati ons must be ancillary to the role 
played by the NPRC. To this end, the NTJWG engaged the NPRC to 
act and guard against the usurping of its mandate. The NTJWG also 
engaged Parliament during its quarterly Parliamentary briefi ngs and 
implored Parliament to hold the Executi ve to account for its att empts 
to usurp the NPRC's mandate.

NPRC Recommendati ons Used to Close Civic Space
On 27 October, Minister of Informati on, Publicity, and Broadcasti ng 
Services Monica Mutsvangwa announced that Cabinet had approved 
of the proposed amendments to Criminal Law (Codifi cati on and Re-
form) Act [Chapter 9:23] by introducing provisions which seek to 
criminalise the conduct of isolated citi zens or groups who, for self-
gain, co-operate, or connive with hosti le foreign governments to in-
fl ict suff ering on Zimbabwean citi zens and cause damage to nati onal 
interests. This announcement came aft er several media reports and 
statements by the Ministry of Informati on, Publicity, and Broadcast-
ing Services indicati ng that the Government of Zimbabwe intended 
to enact a new law to be known as the Patriot Act. Of particular 
concern to the NTJWG is the repeated assertion by the GoZ that 
the proposed amendments are predicated upon the recommen-
dations of the NPRC made in its 2018 and 2019 reports. Specif-
ically, the GoZ has claimed that the NPRC recommended that 
campaigning against one's country be criminalised.  However, 
neither of the NPRC's 2018 or 2019 Annual Report refers to such 
a recommendation.

The proposed amendments to the criminal law are of great con-
cern as they seek to stifle the right to freedom of expression 
which is already currently under attack in Zimbabwe with jour-
nalists and citizens being arrested and persecuted for exercising 
this right. Freedom of expression is a fundamental right that is 
enshrined and protected in terms of section 61(1) of the Consti-
tution of Zimbabwe. This right is a key feature of any democratic 
society and facilitates dialogue through the contribution of dis-
senting and diverging views in a country. However, section 86 
of the Constitution permits the limitation of fundamental rights 
and freedoms to the extent that the limitation is fair, reasonable, 
necessary, and justi fi able in a democrati c society. Therefore, while 
the right to freedom of expression is a fundamental right, it is not 
absolute and can be limited following the norms and standards of 
a democrati c society. The NTJWG is concerned that there is a real 
risk that the proposed amendments will be weaponised to muzzle 
victi ms of human rights violati ons and advocacy and lobby organi-
sati ons that stand against human rights violati ons. The government 
has previously publicly made known its hosti lity towards civil society 
organisati ons and their work parti cularly as it relates to bringing to 
light human rights violati ons and engaging the internati onal commu-
nity on the situati on in Zimbabwe.  It is therefore clear that the 
proposed law is a deliberate move away from democracy and 
towards repression of citizens and civil society. Therefore, the 
limitations sought to be imposed by the proposed amendments 
cannot be justified in a democratic society.

 NPRC ACTIVITIES

Training of Provincial Peace Committ ees
From February to March the NPRC convened trainings for its pro-
vincial peace committ ees (PPCs) which were set up and given the 
mandate of solve confl icts in their areas because a "one-size-fi ts-all" 
approach had proved impracti cal. The trainings were aimed at equip-
ping members with skills in confl ict analysis, approaches to confl ict 
resoluti on, indigenous soluti ons to confl icts, and peace educati on. 
The trainings emphasised the importance of a criti cal understanding 
of the actors, content, context, positi ons, interests, opti ons, objec-
ti ves, and relati onship building in preventi ng, managing, resolving, 
and transforming confl ict. The PPC also went through an exercise 

during which its strengths, weaknesses, threats, and opportuniti es 
were discussed as part of the training program. During its training, 
the Harare PPC identi fi ed politi cal confl icts, boundary disputes, po-
larisati on, and resource confl icts, social and economic confl icts as 
the major confl icts aff ecti ng Harare Metropolitan Province. Speak-
ing at the Bulawayo Metropolitan PPC training, the Chairperson of 
the NPRC, Reti red Justi ce Sello Nare emphasized that peace com-
mitt ee structures around the country should be the focal point for 
all the NPRC driven programs. He added that the PPCs need to be 
adequately capacitated so that they understand their responsibiliti es 
towards uniti ng all Zimbabweans and part of that capacitati on was 
giving them skills that will enable them to interview victi ms among 
other things. The NTJWG commends the NPRC for taking the ini-
ti ati ve to set up the PPCs and also train the members of each PPC 
on how they should carry out their mandate and will conti nue to 
follow the acti viti es of the PPCs closely. The NPRC is encouraged to 
conti nue to support the PPCs and to ensure that as the new year 
starts, the PPCs are capacitated to carry out initi ati ves to increase 
the NPRC's visibility in their provinces. To that end, the NTJWG urges 
the NPRC to impress upon the members of the PPCs the importance 
of inclusivity in transiti onal justi ce processes to ensure long-lasti ng 
peace and reconciliati on. For more informati on on issues of inclusiv-
ity as perceived by the NTJWG, please visit htt ps://www.ntjwg.org.
zw/intorducing-the-code-of-inclusion/ and read the NTJWG Code of 
Inclusion.

NPRC Engages Stakeholders on Politi cisati on Food Aid 
On 30 April, the NPRC convened a meeti ng in Gwanda which was 
att ended by the Town Clerk, the Mayor, local councilors, and repre-
sentati ves from the Department of Social Welfare, amongst others. 
This meeti ng was aimed at addressing the issue of politi cisati on of 
food aid and to call for transparency in the procurement and distri-
buti on of subsidised mealie-meal. The NTJWG commends the initi a-
ti ve being taken by the NPRC to engage stakeholders over this issue 
which conti nues to plague our communiti es. The NTJWG implores 
the NPRC to conti nue engaging with stakeholders across the country 
over the politi cizati on of food aid which has proven to be a cause for 
confl ict and division, parti cularly in rural communiti es. 

Suspect Detained over Looti ng Government Subsidised Mealie-
meal
On 18 April 2020, the NPRC announced that following a complaint 
by Transparency Internati onal Zimbabwe in connecti on with looti ng 
and hoarding of government subsidised mealie meal in Kuwadzana 
5, Harare, it had engaged the Zimbabwe Republic Police (ZRP) for fur-
ther investi gati on. The NPRC's engagement with the police resulted 
in a suspect being detained at ZRP Kuwadzana under CR 148/4/20 
pending a court appearance. The NTJWG commends the collabora-
ti on between the civil society, the NPRC, and the ZRP that culminat-
ed in the detenti on of a suspect in this matt er. This is a good fi rst step 
in ensuring transparency and accountability around government 
subsidies and food aid in communiti es which remains an issue that 
has since plagued Zimbabwe causing tensions and confl ict in com-
muniti es. The NTJWG is however concerned that the NPRC did not 
give any more updates on this case.  The NTJWG urges the NPRC to 
keep the public informed on developments in cases that are investi -
gati ng or referred for investi gati on for purposes of accountability and 
raising awareness on what the NPRC is doing.  

Engaging Victi ms of Police Brutality
On 7 May of 2020, Commissioner Leslie Ncube led an NPRC dele-
gati on that visited sisters Nokuthula and Ntombizodwa Mpofu who 
were assaulted by police offi  cers in Bulawayo on 16 April. Commis-
sioner Ncube condemned the conduct of the police offi  cers and in-
dicated that the NPRC will keep working on the matt er unti l the re-
sponsible police offi  cers are brought to book. The NTJWG commends 
the NPRC for taking up this case and urges the Commission to work 
with the ZRP as it is empowered to do by the Consti tuti on to ensure 
that this case is thoroughly investi gated and the police offi  cers in-
volved are held accountable. The conduct of the police, in this case, 
is an example of the culture of impunity by law enforcement offi  cers 
in Zimbabwe which has been a source of confl ict between the police 
and citi zens for many years. This case, therefore, falls squarely with-
in the ambit of the mandate of the NPRC as it has confl ict inducing 
elements. Regrett ably, the NTJWG notes that the NPRC did not give 
further updates on the work it did to deliver justi ce to the two sis-
ters. It is vital for the NPRC to endeavor to keep the public informed 
on all the interventi ons it makes to assist survivors of human rights 
violati ons. Such informati on is crucial to building public confi dence 
in the NPRC thus encouraging survivors to approach the NPRC with 
their stories. 
Presentati on and Publicati on of the NPRC's Annual Reports 
One of the biggest transiti onal justi ce highlights emanati ng from 
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2020 is the presentati on of the NPRC's 2018 and 2019 Annual Re-
ports to Parliament and the subsequent publicati on of the reports. 
This was a step in the right directi on for the NPRC, a welcome devel-
opment that enabled stakeholders parti cularly survivors to interact 
with the NPRC's report and refl ect on the recommendati ons it made. 
While the reports were presented to Parliament and published late 
contrary to the NPRC's consti tuti onal obligati ons, the NTJWG wel-
comes their eventual publicati on. Looking towards the future, the 
NTJWG urges the NPRC to ensure ti mely compliance with its report-
ing obligati ons. Secti on 323 of the Consti tuti on obliges all Commis-
sions including the NPRC to submit to Parliament their annual re-
ports not later than the end of March in the year following the year 
to which the report relates. Secti on 16(7) of the NPRC Act [Chapter 
10:32] further obliges the NPRC to make public the Annual Report 
and any other reports expected to have been presented to Parlia-
ment thirty days aft er the Minister is expected to have presented 
it to Parliament. The presentati on of the NPRC's annual report to 
Parliament and the publicati on of the annual report is an obligati on 
that must be fulfi lled promptly every year to ensure that the NPRC 
accounts to the people of Zimbabwe on what it would have done in 
the previous year and the areas it identi fi ed as requiring legislati ve 
or policy reform as well as any other issues of interest that the NPRC 
will have identi fi ed. To read the 2018 report please visit  htt p://www.
nprc.org.zw/nprc-2018-annual-report/ and for the 2019 report visit 
htt p://www.nprc.org.zw/nprc-2019-annual-report/

NTJWG ACTIVITIES

Policy Dialogue and Breakfast Meeti ng on Reparati ons and 
Rehabilitati on
On 6 February 2020, the NTJWG convened a policy dialogue on repa-
rati ons and rehabilitati on in Harare. The purpose of the dialogue was 
to create a platf orm for stakeholders to make recommendati ons and 
adopt steps towards the adopti on of a model reparati ons and reha-
bilitati on policy for Zimbabwe. This policy dialogue was cofacilitat-
ed by Ms. Paula Gaviria, an internati onal expert on reparati ons and 
rehabilitati on and the former Director of the Special Administrati ve 
Unit for the Comprehensive Reparati on of Victi ms in Colombia, and 
Dr. Frances Lovemore, a local expert on reparati ons and rehabilita-
ti on and the Executi ve Director of the Counselling Services Unit. Ms. 
Gaviria and Dr. Lovemore were specifi cally selected because of their 
vast experti se in dealing with survivors of past human rights viola-
ti ons parti cularly in respect of issues around reparati ons and rehabil-
itati on. Each of the two experts presented a research paper on their 
recommendati ons for a nati onal reparati ons and rehabilitati on policy 
framework for Zimbabwe before NTJWG stakeholders and members, 
Parliamentarians, Commissioners of the NPRC, government offi  cials 
from the Att orney General's offi  ce and the Ministry of Justi ce, Legal 
and Parliamentary Aff airs, the media, survivors of past human rights 
violati ons and members of the public. The policy dialogue provided 
a platf orm for informati ve discussions on reparati ons and rehabilita-
ti on among stakeholders in Zimbabwe.  The NTJWG hopes that this 
policy dialogue sparked interest in reparati ons and rehabilitati on in 
the public and will usher in greater discourse around this very im-
portant issue by the public which will be followed by more engage-
ment with the policymakers and implementers in respect of issues to 
do with reparati ons and rehabilitati on.

Following the policy dialogue, the NTJWG hosted a post-dialogue 
breakfast meeti ng on 7 February 2020 and it was att ended by rep-
resentati ves from the NPRC, the offi  ce of the Att orney General, the 
Ministry of Justi ce, Legal and Parliamentary Aff airs, and survivors of 
past human rights violati ons and the NTJWG members. This meeti ng 
aimed at creati ng a platf orm for engagement among the key stake-
holders who are criti cal to the development of any policies or laws 
relati ng to reparati ons and rehabilitati on. The transiti onal justi ce 
stakeholders that att ended this meeti ng agreed that there is a need 
to develop a model law on reparati ons and rehabilitati on that will 
guide the process aft er the realisati on that the implementati on of 
a reparati ons and rehabilitati on programme in Zimbabwe should be 
guided by a well-craft ed and well-defi ned policy. This meeti ng laid 
the necessary foundati on for collaborati on between transiti onal 
justi ce stakeholders across the country as they work to further the 
transiti onal justi ce agenda, parti cularly concerning reparati ons and 
rehabilitati on.

Complaint against Minister Monica Mutsvangwa
In a pastoral lett er dated 14 August, the Zimbabwe Catholic Bishops 
Conference called upon the Government of Zimbabwe to facilitate 
peace and nati on-building through inclusive engagement and dia-
logue. The Minister of Informati on, Publicity and Broadcasti ng Ser-
vices, Monica Mutsvangwa responded to the pastoral lett er in an 
address made at her offi  ces on 15 August. The Minister's address 
was fi lled with hate speech and derogatory language that went as 
far as to label the ZCBC's message as evil. In her address, the Min-
ister launched a personal att ack against the President of the ZCBC, 
Archbishop Robert Christopher Ndlovu, whom she singled out and 

accused of hoping "to sow seeds of internecine strife as a prelude to 
civil war and nati onal disintegrati on". In response to this, the NTJWG 
lodged a complaint with the NPRC on 3 September requesti ng that 
the NPRC censure Minister Mutsvangwa and ensure that she retracts 
her hateful statements. The NTJWG is sti ll awaiti ng the outcome of 
this complaint and encourages the NPRC to act with haste to address 
this matt er without favour to ensure that the use of hate speech is 
curbed and that off enders are censured. The NTJWG notes that the 
Zimbabwe Human Rights Associati on made similar complaints to the 
NPRC regarding utt erances made by the ZANU PF Acti ng Spokesper-
son, Mr Patrick Chinamasa, for his utt erances in anti cipati on of the 
31 July protests. The NTJWG commends the initi ati ve taken by the 
Zimbabwe Human Rights Associati on and encourages the NPRC to 
make public the outcomes of complaints such as these which are 
made in the public interest.

Survivors' Radio Program Campaign 
As a result of the COVID-19 pandemic the NTJWG was compelled to 
restructure some of its programs. Aff ected programmes  included 
the community dialogues that the NTJWG was convening in diff er-
ent communiti es across the country to concerti se survivors on the 
mandate of the NPRC. From October, the NTJWG began hosti ng the 
survivor radio program campaign aimed at creati ng a platf orm for 
survivors and other stakeholders to engage in sustainable dialogue 
and debate on criti cal transiti onal justi ce issues. 

The NTJWG carried out a total of twelve radio programs as part of 
this campaign in Bulawayo, Harare, Masvingo, Mashonaland East, 
and West, as well as Matabeleland North and South. The radio pro-
gram campaign was made-up of several radio program sessions, each 
with three panellists who focused on the NTJWG's themati c areas of 
Memorialisati on, the Promoti on of Truth, Justi ce and Accountability, 
Insti tuti onal Reforms, and Gender. The panellists included NTJWG 
stakeholders from -organisati ons such as Christi an Alliance, Habak-
kuk Trust, Emthonjeni Women's Forum, Zimbabwe Politi cal Victi ms 
Trust Foundati on, Nati onal Associati on of Non-Governmental Organ-
isati ons, and survivors selected from each region.

To listen to the above radio programs and any other radio programs 
hosted by the NTJWG please visit htt ps://soundcloud.com/user-
575637068-15080092/tracks please feel free to get in touch with us 
with your views about the issues raised in any of the NTJWG's radio 
programs.

Transiti onal Justi ce Policy Refl ecti ve Meeti ng 
On 18 November, the NTJWG met with representati ves from the Par-
liamentary Portf olio Committ ee on Justi ce, Legal and Parliamentary 
Aff airs and from the Senate Themati c Committ ee on Human Rights. 
During the meeti ng, the NTJWG presented a policy paper and policy 
brief on reparati ons in Zimbabwe and made recommendati ons on 
how a policy on reparati ons in Zimbabwe may be formulated and 
what should be addressed in such a policy. The meeti ng presented 
an opportunity for the NTJWG and Parliament to share ideas on how 
they can work together to facilitate the formulati on and implemen-
tati on of a nati onal reparati ons policy. 

   NTJWG Publicati ons

 State of Transiti onal Justi ce Report
On 27 October, the NTJWG launched its 2019 State of Transiti onal 
Justi ce Report. This report is a culminati on of the NTJWG's eff orts 
to monitor nati onal, regional, and internati onal transiti onal justi ce 
developments emanati ng from the year 2019. Some of the NTJWG's 
key fi ndings in the report were that there has been no tracti on in 
establishing outstanding consti tuti onal transiti onal justi ce bodies like 
the Independent Complaints Mechanism; recommendati ons made 
by the Motlanthe Commission have not been implemented especial-
ly recommendati ons relati ng to compensati on for victi ms; the NPRC 
failed to meet its reporti ng obligati ons for 2018 within the ti meframe 
sti pulated by law, and the lack of funding hampered the full imple-
mentati on of the NPRC Strategy including establishing a competent 
Secretariat. To address the fi ndings and concerns highlighted in the 
report the NTJWG made the following recommendati ons among 
others the GoZ should fully implement the recommendati ons made 
by the Motlanthe Commission of Inquiry; there should be increased 
funding and support for the NPRC; the Independent Complaints 
Mechanism must be urgently established as provided for under 
secti on 210 of the Consti tuti on. To read the full report visit htt ps://
www.ntjwg.org.zw/wp-content/uploads/2020/10/State-of-Transi-
ti onal-Justi ce-in-Zimbabwe-2019lr.pdf

NTJWG 2019 Annual Report
On 9 November the NTJWG launched its 2019 NTJWG Annual Re-
port highlighti ng the acti viti es that were carried out by the NTJWG in 
2019, the opportuniti es, challenges, failures, and successes. Among 
the key acti viti es carried out by the NTJWG in 2019 were the com-
munity dialogues that the NTJWG carried out in communiti es across 

the country. These dialogues were aimed at building survivor knowl-
edge on the mandate of the NPRC to ensure eff ecti ve engagement 
of survivors with the NPRC. The NTJWG also trained identi fi ed sur-
vivors who led the community dialogues in their communiti es as a 
way of building the capacity of survivors not just to parti cipate but 
to also lead transiti onal justi ce processes. To read the full report 
visit htt ps://www.ntjwg.org.zw/wp-content/uploads/2020/11/NT-
JWG-Annual-Report-2019lr.pdf

 WORLD NEWS

UN Security Council Zeros in on Transiti onal Justi ce
On 13 February, the UN Security Council held a six-hour-long open 
debate on transiti onal justi ce in Belgium. This debate was the fi rst of 
its kind and indicates increased interest by the UN Security Council in 
transiti onal justi ce. The debate was att ended by representati ves and 
senior offi  cials from over thirty countries from across the world.  The 
delegates called for the Security Council to take decisive approaches 
to confl icts in concert with other United Nati ons bodies. They also 
said that transiti onal justi ce mechanisms that are locally owned and 
focused on the needs of victi ms have repeatedly helped to address 
grievances and pave the way for more peaceful societi es to take root. 
The United Nati ons High Commissioner for Human Rights Michelle 
Bachelet said the recent overthrow of the regime in Sudan was driv-
en by demands for justi ce across society and it is now necessary for 
suff ering needs to be acknowledged, confi dence in State insti tuti ons 
restored and justi ce to be served. South Africa's delegate similarly 
said transiti onal justi ce was vital to securing a peaceful transiti on for 
his country from apartheid to consti tuti onal democracy. He encour-
aged countries to explore a range of measures, from criminal prose-
cuti ons, truth commissions, and reparati ons, to exhumati on of mass 
graves, apologies, and insti tuti onal reforms to redress abuses. To 
read more about this debate please visit htt ps://www.un.org/press/
en/2020/sc14109.doc.htm

Gender-Based Crimes before the ICC
The month of March saw the Trial Chamber of the Internati onal 
Criminal Court (ICC) hearing closing arguments in the trial of Dominic 
Ongwen which commenced in December 2016. Mr Ongwen is a for-
mer senior leader of the Lord's Resistance Army (LRA), a rebel group 
that operates in northern Uganda, South Sudan, the Central African 
Republic, and the Democrati c Republic of the Congo. The accused is 
alleged to have committ ed seventy counts of war crimes and crimes 
against humanity against civilian populati ons in Northern Uganda be-
tween July 2002 and December 2005. Among the charges against the 
accused are nineteen counts of sexual and gender-based crimes, in-
cluding rape, sexual slavery, forced marriage, and enslavement. This 
is the widest range of sexual crimes that have ever been brought to 
trial before the ICC. This case, therefore, marks a key milestone in de-
veloping a progressive jurisprudence on gender justi ce and account-
ability for sexual crimes in contexts of armed confl ict. Mr. Ongwen is 
the fi rst person to be charged with the crime of forced marriage as 
a crime against humanity under Arti cle 7(1)(k) of the Rome Statute. 
The prosecutor's decision to bring the charge is signifi cant, not only 
because the Rome Statute does not specifi cally sti pulate the crime 
of forced marriage, but because it signifi es an att empt to capture 
the full extent of the abuse suff ered by victi ms of the LRA, which 
charges of sexual slavery and rape alone cannot do. As the judges of 
the ICC's Trial Chamber adjourn to write their judgment, victi ms will 
be waiti ng for the verdict, which they hope will vindicate their long 
quest for truth and justi ce. The NTJWG stands with the victi ms and 
implores the Government of Uganda to view this trial as an oppor-
tunity to deliver truth, justi ce, and acknowledgment to victi ms. The 
prosecuti on of Mr. Ongwen is an important fi rst step toward holding 
perpetrators accountable and att aining justi ce for victi ms but it is not 
enough, there is sti ll more to be done including provision of psycho 
social support for victi ms. 


